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Boundaries are a clase Metory system of division, The 
concept of boundaries does not only include boundaries of 
land division but silso includes poundaries of human division, 
These human divisions are those which inelude the illegal 
or unrecognized church districts and boundaries of the city 
as opposed to the country. Other types of humen divisions 
are those of political parties, and school districts. As OQ 


all classification systems a boundary system is a political, P 
social and economic convenience, This jivideé bdounderies 

Into three types; political boundaries, social boundaries, 

and economic boundaries, The term political boundaries is 

used in its broadest sense to take in all governmental activities. 
This includes government control snd subsequent resulation 

of lsnd boundaries, transfer of land holdings from the sovern- 
ment to individuals, and government policies concerning land 
divisions. Social boundaries are those which include posa- 

session of land holdings, church districts, school districts, 

and passession of land within the family unit. Keoncniic 
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boundaries inelude divisions of rich and poor neighborhoods, 


and city and country boundary divisions Another type o 
o¢ial boundary is that of fences, These are personalizse 
boundary markers and are on important aspect of boundartles 
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Aruba is an island in the Netherlands Antilles, It 
covers about 68 square miles and has ea population of about 


60,000, During the nineteenth century the Dutch government 
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took over Aruba and all its land as the property of the . 
Dutch government, The government soon saw that they would 
need to start farming on the island on a mass basis in ordar 
to give the people something of their own and at the same 
time fesa the population. To do this they geva land to 
the farmers on a long lease policy. This long lease policy 
allowed a farmer to work the land for as long as it was kept 
intact and neither sold, rented nor divided, A land surveyor 
was gent out and he wade measurements of appraximately 100 
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meters by 100 meters. This is called one hectis! of land. 
he measurement was then sent to the governor of the island 


for nis approval, Upon bis approval the farmer was given 


six months in which to marx his boundaries, The vpoundsries 
had to be fully marked, This meant that the farmer's land 
had to be fully enclosed with some type of fence, Some of 4 
hee e bpoundart« exyist today but are not the same as tn 

17,8 } i¢ Ir é ois as UW to tL he et { ‘ 

> i oundar 4 iccord lig, 
} ‘ A f (2) id a t 
¢ 1 + 2 i G3. 


(. The CIN AE ONO 


Thue Ae vwrucid fee Wild 





one guilder. 

During the early 1900's ths Duteh government felt that 
they ought to give the people the possibility of owning 2 
sitall piece of land for themselves. It was also a safety 
device for the people because land that they owned could not 
be taken away from them, A person who wanted to own land 
would get a permit for twenty square moters of land in only 
one particular place. This meant that the particular land 
place recheved could not be exchanged for snother piece of 
lend in cue tiew place nor could the boundaries be moved. This 
land could only be used for the building of a house and could 
not be used for any otherrpurpess, All land boundsries were 
checked periodically by a land surveyor, 

By 1927 the concessiconera felt that the land they had 
been working could be comsidered their own and because of 
this the farmer now wanted the right to voting privileges, 


This cavsed a large increase in land cencession reyuests. The 
arguement was settled by an act whith stated that those con- 


cessioners who bad worked on the land for thirty years, now 


owned the land. This led to a difference in land types. The 
ei land wae called @ concession while the rented J V 
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Land gurvey office on Aimtln , the Kadavlokanilor, 
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Land coulda be used by individuais in two 
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ways. They could eitner rent land or lease land. When land 
is either vented or leased the boundaries of the land must be 
fenced. This means that ail tae land in Aruba should, by law, 
be fenced in. ‘The exception to this law is the land belonging 
49 the old concessions. to whieh the law dogs not apply. There 
are distinetions between rented land and leased land. Rented 
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Landis rented to an individual or group of individuals for a 
period of five yoars. foe renters have a pewonal right to use 
the Land but cannot sell the land or anyvhing on it without 
the permission of the govesnment, Leased land is leased to 
individuals for a period of sixty years. It isa va right 
to the land which means that within that sixty year period 

chs owners can sell, mortgage and rent the Land. Im order to 
get this land the individuals aust petition the government 
giving the purpose for which the land will be used, the location 
of the land desired and the sizecof the land desired. The 
petition is then processed and, if possible, the land is then 


allowed to be rented or leased, The survey offices of the Dutch 


aa Panny lefArr rf 
14 cote nents 


. rid 
hiilie t { L ») tL 73, Cats ) ; } 
. 4. a, | 1 he sins ie “4 4 4 - 
$ ou ve it a4 fhe mia. Hor rida ries a RX, J 
7 ana $4 nharonda ee eee . 
aa, Any land found in excess 1s Charged againev S 


ndivicaual of individuals renting or leasing the land, This 





arge will take the form of either an additional tax or 
reyoval of boundaries from the excess land, Slight variations 
are permissafible due to the contour of the land. Since the 
{des of excess land is reletive, only the government can judge 
whether or not land is in excess of the original boundaries. 
Another form of boundary check takes place through aerial 
survalllance. Every few years the boundaries are checked so 
that the new districts of Aruba can be made up. This type of 
land boundary check is initiated by the legislative counsel. or 
island counsel and carried out by the Kadasterkantoor. 

In 1935, when the Dutch government gave up its land to 
the Antilliea government, the Dutch Land office, the Kadaster+ 
kantoor, had to give up its duties to the new Antillian land 
offiees, The Antillian land office on Aruba is celled the 
Domeinbeheer, The Kadasterkantoor still remains as a functional 
working unit of land management working with the Domeinbeheer. 
All official papers must be drawn up by the Kadasterkantoor, 


when land 4s either rented, leased or gold, the transaction 


is handled by the Domeinbeheer, The official record of the 
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jivision is esrried out by the Kada sterkantoor at the descretion 
of the islard counsel. ~The major centers of San Nicolas and 
Cranjestadt are given their own divisions called fon, Oranjestady” 
sa fubher subdivided into, by the newest division, six sub= 
divisions, Tne reason for this subdivision js the population 
density of the orsnjestadt area. At the time this information 
was gather the new divisions were just being formed. For this 
reason the distric .s were unknown, Aruba is divided by 
boundary lines according to the towns. These town lines are 
clearly marked by the government and recognized by the peoples. 
Toe old system of this district boundary marking was done 
through the use of the Lletter~ number system. A house in Wee 
Fontein, for example, woulda heve the town letters, WF, followed 
py the house aumber, ach house in this district would contain 
the sane WF warking with a different number. There are also 
diatrict markings along the roads stating the district being 
eatered or left. Even though the boundaries for the two large 
centers, or cities as they are called, are clearly marked, 

the people donot really accept them. Where San Nictles or 
Oranjestadt begin or end is ao matter of opinion, The system 


oY letters and numbers used to locate a house ig an old system 
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which is being changed. A now system 1s now being instituted 
throughfhe office of the Domeinbeheer, This new system consists 
of the naming of streets. Hach house will have a number and 
the address will consist of the house number and the name or 
the street it is located on. 

Since every individual owning, renting or leasing land 
was or is reguired to have some sort of fencing around the 
property line, Ihe types of fences end their use is an important 
aspect of boundaries, Aruba is divided into what is called 
the country and the city. The city takes in the immediate 
areas of Oranjestadt and San Nicolas. fhe country takes in 
the regions outside of these city arsas, Tne fences used in 
the city are different from those used in the country. The 
people in the country use mainly stone for fences since 
it #3 both longlasting and durable. It 1s because of these 
two qualities that the stone fences are prererrcd, Due to tre 


increasing ccarcity of stones not everybody uses the atone 
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fence. This scarcity is due to the inesrease in, and coming 
of, industry on Aruba. (Government trucks are sent out each 
day to gather up the atones. The stones are then ground 
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faese stone Tences are called Trangquera or palisade fences, 

& second type of fences used extensively in the suburbs of 

4raba is the Cadueci fence, The Cacucci fences are made of 
sulit eactus plants, The cactus is used because of its 
availability and its speed in growing. It also grows very 

thicze whieh makes lt a perfect material for fencing. The 
Gadueci fence is said to be the old Aruban concept of freedon 
from toeib neighbors. In "old aruba" the people kept themselves 
egpsratsa from cacu other, The “new" aruban concept is said 

to be one of friendliness toward theix neighbors, There are 


also a few country fences made of tree brancnes, but these are 
rare, The fenees of the city area are different. The fonces 

in the elty area are made of stone brick or cement brick. These 
fences are meade by people hired by the house owner, The fences 
in the city are built for mainly aesthetic reasons, The fences 
in the country, on the other hand, serve an entirely different 
purposs. The fences are used to keep the loose goats and sheep 
from wandering onto the property and eating up the planta. 

When a farmer owns goats or sheep the fences are used to keer 


the animals inside the property line. These animals are not 


allowe@ to roam free, Many animals, though, are seen to roam 
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freely and this is due to the poverty or the country people, 
They cannot affor to feed the animals and so allow them to roam 
free of the landjto find food.Since this 1g against the law 

the animals are picked up by the police. 

Another important boundary distinctinn is that of rich 
and poor neighborhoods, An indication of the weelth distributilon 
is given by the types of fencss used by the people. The 
country people are the poorest with many of them working at 
two jobs to support their families. The city region is the 
richest region with Oranjestadt being tas major center of wealth 
on the island. 

Another interesting boundary distinction is that of the 
school districts, Sehools sare not built in any specially 
designated district. T hey are built according to the aga- 
population density of an area, If there is a high amount of 
young children in a nighly populated arez, an elementary school 
will be built in that area, As theee children advance in age 
a new school will be pullt for the higher grades, This is the 
reason for scnools being in a 2ingle coneekrated ares 

There sr also ilileral church boundsries, The heads of 


the cnurches make an illegal egreement that only the people 


a certain area will attend a certain church. This is becavs 

of the fees paid to the churches for wedding and burial per: ; 
i o be divided up tetwesn the sc nd / ox 
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INFORMANTS 


1. Reverand Van bendoel 
ehurch at Lago colony 


2. Mr. Pappes 
Wec Fontein WF 162 


3, JW. Merryweather 
office of Plantsoendisnat 
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5. Mr, Selwyn Spanner 
Oranjestadt 


6, Engineer Dierkhoust 
office of Kadaaterkantoor 


7. ite Tromp 
office of culture 


8. head of office of Domeinoeheer 


